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,THE GOVERNMENT ON HIS SHOULDERS'

lsaiah 9:6

lsaiah 9:6 may be the most familiar O.T. prophecies about the birth of Christ.

Handel's use of this chapter in the Messiah has added familiarity for the church.

Chances are you have sung it or heard it many times.

The words of that chorus rise-up in our very souls.

The material presented in lsaiah 7-12 contains prophecies that lsaiah made during the reign

of Ahaz who was one bad king.

It was a dark period in the history of the nation.

lsaiah's prophecies concerning the Messiah in V-5 teaches us concerning the ONE who was

born that night in Bethlehem.

Now keep in mind that lsaiah wrote this prophecy at least a hundred years before lsraelwas

taken captive in Babylon.

Nearly 500 years before the birth of this Saviour. PAST AND FUTURE

lsiah was looking across the centuries to the time of Jesus birth anticipating the child who

would be born.

"For a child will be born to us" underscores the Messiah's humanity.

He had to come as a human being, in the form of a child, so He could endure the

temptations men face, yet be without sin. Heb.4:15

'? son will be given to us" implies the Saviour's deity.

According to Phil. 2:6-7 He existed before His birth. He came as the Son of God--God in

human flesh*-to conquer sin and death forever.

"And the government will rest on His shoulders" affirms His Lordship.

This verse looks beyond the first Christmas to a time stillfuture.

A time when Christ will reign over a literal, earthly, geopolitical kingdom.

A kingdom that encompasses allthe kingdoms and government of the world. Dan. 2:M,
Zech. L4:9.

ln that day, the government of everything will rest on His shoulders.
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Untilthat time, His kingdom is in an invisible form according to Luke t7:2O-21.

It consists of those who trust and obey Him as Lord!

What kind of a kingdom is it?

What distinguishes the Messiah's kingdom from the other kingdoms of the world?

The names lsaiah used for Christ in his Christmas prophecy hint at FOUR CHARACTERSITICS

that make the Messiah's Kingdom in all it manifestations--different from any other earthly
government.

1. NO CONFUSION--.HE IS A WONDERFUL COUNSETOR

1. First the kingdom is free from confusion.

A. Because Christ is a wonderfulcounselor

2. K.J. separates "wonderful" and "counselor" with a comma but they seem to go

together.

A. The way they appear in other translations.

3. "Wonderful" is not an adiective--this is His name.

A. "Why do you ask My namer" the Angel of the Lord asked him, "since it is

wonderful" Judges 13:18 Pre-incarnate Christ

4. Matt. t1,t27 "no one knows the Son, except the Fathe/'

A. The people did not know Him--but He was "wonderful."

B. People today still don't know Him

C. One day He will put down all opposition when He comes to earth to reign.

5. Better yet He is "Wonderful Counselor"

A. During His incarnation, Christ demonstrated His wisdom as a counselor.

B. ln every encounter Christ had with individuals who came to Him for counsel:

C, He always knew what to say, when to reach out to a seeking heart

D. When to rebuke an impetuous soul. (Man of Gadara, Rich young Ruler, Woman

at the welll
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5, The testimony of those who heard Him was "never did a man speak the way this man

speaks" John 7:46

A. As God incarnate, Christ is the source of alltruth--John 14:6

B. lt is He to whom we must ultimately turn, to make sense of life's confusion.

C. The most criticaltruth of all--the only real life changing truth--is found in Jesus.

No Confusion A Wonderful Counselor

2. NO CHAOS-.HE IS THE MIGHTY GOD

1. Second, His Kingdom is singularly free from chaos because He is the Mighty God!

2. He is the One who in creation brought order out of chaos.

3. I Cor. 14:33 says "God is not a God of disorder but of peace." 'tor author of confusion."

A. Chaos is the opposite to who He is.

B. He is a God of order--He is "El-Gibhor" He is the one "all power is given."

C. He is the omnipotent God!

4.That little baby lying helpless in Ma4/s lap held the universe together.

5. He said "all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth"

A. He is the Mighty God!

B. He is a God of order!

5. He brings order to the troubled lives of all who surrender to Him.

6. He not only tells His subjects what to do as a Wonderful Counselor

A. But since He is the Mighty God--He can also energize them to do it.

7. The difference between human counselors and Him--The Mighty God

A. Jesus loves to step into a life of chaos and bring wonderful counsel.

B. Because He is God, he can forgive sin, defeat Satan, liberate people from the power

of evil, redeem them, answer their prayers, restore their hroken hearts and reign as

Lord.

NO CHAOS-.MIGHW GOD
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3. NO COMPLEXITY.--HE IS THE FATHER OF ETERNIW

1. The Messiah's Kingdom is uncomplicated by comparison to worldly kingdoms.

A. Because He is the "Eternal Father" Lit. "Father of Eternity."

B. That is clear reference to the biblicaltruth that Christ is Creator of heaven and earth

C. "ln the beginning, Lord You established the earth, and the heavens are the works of

Your hands; they will perish, but You will remain." Heb. 1:10

D. Nothing is too complex for the Creator and Sustainer of everything.

2. lnfinity with all its intricacies are nothing to Him who is:

A. "Alpha and Omega" the first and the last, beginning and end.

B. "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation; because by Him

everything was created in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible,

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities all things have been created

through Him and for Him. He is before allthings and by Him all things hold

together." Col. l:15-!,7

3. We build bureaucracies to deal with the complexities of life and they grow more

complex while life.grows more perplexing.

A. The Messiahs government is simple and uncomplicated.

B. He knows the beginning to the end because He is the Father of Eternity.

4. lsaiah, prophesying about the kingdom, wrote of the "highway of holiness" in lsaiah

35:8-10 "A road will be there and a way, it will be called the Holy Way. The unclean

will not travel on it, but it will be for him who walks the path. Even the fool will not go

astray. There will be no lion there, and no vicious beast willgo up on iU they will not
be found there. But the redeemed will walk on it."

A. lsiah is saying His Way is so free from the complexities of life---that even the fools

cannot lose their way.

B. That kind of simplicity characterizes Messiah's entire government.

C. As the Father of Eternity he knows the complexities of time and eternity.
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D. He requires no bureaucracy--He shoulders His government by himself.

4. NO CONFLICTS--HE IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE

1. Finally, in the Messiah's Kingdom there are no conflicts.

A. Because He is the Prince of Peace.

2. He offers peace from God to all who are recipients of His grace.

3. He brings peace with God to those who surrender to Him in faith.

4. He brings the peace of God to those who walk with Him.

5. 'The Prince of Peace,' SAR SHAIOHIM

A. There can be no peace on this earth until He is reigning.

5. As we hear so often during this season--angels heralded the beginning of His earthly

life--announcing peace on earth. Luke 2:14

7. There never really has been peace on earth in the sense we think of it.

A. Wars and rumors of wars have characterized the entire 2 millennia since that first

Christmas.

8. The Angelic announcement of peace on earth was a two- pronged proclamation:

A. First: it declared the only one to bring lasting peace.

(1). The arrival of the only one who ultimately can bring lasting peace on earth.

(2). He will do it in the final establishment of His earthly kingdom.

But more important:

B. Second: it proctaimed that God's peace is available to men and women right now!

(l). "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is

pleased." Luke 2:14

C. Who are those with whom He is pleased?

D. Those who have yielded their lives to the authority of His government.

E. 'The Lord takes pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy?

Psa. 147:11
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9. Why should we hope in His mercy?

A. Because we are sinners who need His forgiveRess. Romans 3:23

B. We must recognize that fact FIRST OF Att

C. lf we are to place our lives under His government.

D. Understanding He gave his own sinless,guiltless life on our hehalf.

E. He died for our sins to save us for God's righteous wrath.

F. So we must be willing to embrace Him by faith Ephesians 2:8-9

G. realizing we can never earn His favor.

10. READ 9:7 'The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end. He will reign on

the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish and sustain it with justice and

righteousness from now on and forever. The zeal of the Lord will accomplish this."

Conclusion:

How can anything perfect improve?

That is one of the mysteries of Messiah's government.

It gets better and better and the pedect peace flows deeper and deeper.

I hope the government of your life is on His shoulders-----and you're enjoying the
growing peace that comes from the Prince of Peace.

So we know how He would come "born of a Virgin"

We know that he would be a man "For unto us a Son is given"

We know the future "the government will be upon His shoulders"


